
Welcome to the  

National Gallery of Ireland! 
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Follow the trail on a special route through the Gallery     

and complete your worksheets as you go!  

In the Family Pack, you should find:  

¶ Clipboard  with      

drawings to colour   

and art puzzles to   

complete  

¶ Pencilcase with eraser 

colouring pencils,   

parer & crayons  

¶ Viewfinder  

¶ Rulers  

¶ Trail Map  

The first part of the trail explores artworks by Irish     

artists in Rooms 1-5  

The second part of the Trail takes you into Rooms 6 -10, 

where you will find works by European artists  

To start, go up the 

stairs, through the 

big black door to 

your left and into  

Room 4 

When the trail is finished, why not do a 

drawing of your favourite artwork from 

the Galleryõs collection in the Atrium 

Creative Space? 



Erskine Nicol was a 

Scottish artist who 

lived in Ireland 

between 1846-1850 

He showed the Irish 

people to be hard 

working and tough, 

with a joy for life  

¼The 16 th , 17th  'RS- O@SQHBJ½R C@X( @MC

18th  L@QBG+ 0745½ AX DQRJHMD MHBNK 

IRISH COLLECTION  

The Artist  

St. Patrickõs Day did not  

become a public holiday   

until 1903. The people in 

this painting are          

celebrating St. Patrickõs 

Day as we celebrate it   

today, with music,        

dancing  and food.  

There are two young girls                  

selling shamrocks to a well               

dressed family in the left of                 

the painting. The men already have 

shamrocks on their hats.  

How many hats can you find with  shamrocks 

on them?  

To the right there is an older woman  

telling a story to the people around her.  

Do you think she is 

telling the story of 

St. Patrick?  

Answer: Eight 

 A 

Erskine Nicol, The 16th, 17th (St. Patrickõs Day) and 18th March, 1856. Photo © National Gallery of Ireland  

The next    

painting is the 

same room! Can 

you guess which 

one it is?  



¼The Opening of The Sixth 

RD@K½By Francis Danby  

Draw a lightning 

bolt blazing 

through the dark 

sky or your own 

erupting volcano?!  

B 

The man standing with his arms outstretched is a slave. Can you see the king bowing to him? In this painting, the artist is saying that he thinks slavery should be   abol-
ished 

Turn right into the 

corridor at Room 3  

The Irish artist, Francis 

Danby, used a huge canvas 

for this dramatic scene 

which shows the end of 

the world as described in 

the Bible in the Book of             

Revelations.  

Can you see the lightning bolt, the 

volcano, the lava and the moon as red 

as blood?  

At the front of the painting there 

are people hiding behind the rocks     

trying to protect themselves. They 

must be very frightened .  

Can you see their weapons, treasures 

and coins falling down the rocks?  

Francis Danby, The Opening of the Sixth 

Seal. Photo © National Gallery of Ireland  

 

Did you know?  

Visitors were very               
    

shocked by this painting 

when it was first shown 

in the Royal Academy in 

London in 1828. Some 

people fainted when 

they saw it!  



Can you see the             

building with the red 

roof? There are flames 

inside! Look at the 

black sign and the 

shape on it. What 

animal is coming down 

the street behind the 

boys? It is going to the 

forge to get something 

for its feet ...  

Can you work out what 

takes place in the forge?  

Return out the first 

big black door.  

¼LHKHS@QX L@MNDTUQDR½

by Richard Moynan  

This painting is considered 

to show the town of Leixlip, 

Co. Kildare,  120 years ago  

The boys are pretending to 

be a marching band        

parading down the street  

Some have instruments but 

others are just using fun 

items like metal pots, cardboard boxes, 

watering cans or anything 

they could find!  

Do you think they are          

rich or poor?  

 

 

The boy on the right with the             

brush is wearing a large helmet .  

Do you think he owns the helmet?  

The man in the red jacket is a soldier . 

He is looking sternly at the boy with the 

helmet.  

Why do you think he is cross                    

with the boy?  

Bonus Task! 
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Richard Moynan, Military Manoeuvres. Photo © 

National Gallery of Ireland  

Can you draw a musical         

instrument?  


